A House History of
217 Watt / 11231 St. Lawrence Avenue

1883 City Directory:

- Frederick Secord

- Thomas Conroy

Using the 1883 City Directory, the first two recorded residents of 11231 St. Lawrence
Avenue, formerly known as 217 Watt, were Frederick Secord and Thomas Conroy.! Secord, one
of the most interesting inhabitants of the house, was friends and business partners with John
Patrick Hopkins, the first Irish American Catholic mayor of Chicago. Secord and Hopkins sued
George M. Pullman over building costs of the Arcade building. The two had a business, called
the Arcade Trading Company or the Arcade Mercantile Company, inside of the Arcade building.
Here is a picture of a sign of the Arcade Mercantile company.?




Here are some newspaper clippings from the Chicago Tribune about the lawsuit.>*

DAMAGES FROM PULLMAN.

JOIN P, HOPKINS SUES FOR $10,000 ON
AN OLD TRANSACTION.

He Claims He Was to Recelve 4 Rebate on
the Kental Paid’ for n Store, but Never
Recelved It—An Interesting Question of
Jurisdiction~BIill Flled to Have a Will

Set Aslde-The Court Record and Other
Court Matters, -

- Al assumpsit suit for $10,000 damages was
bfzgun in the Circuit Court by John P. Hop-
kins, the Democratic politician, and Frederick
H. Secord against George M. Pullman. Hop-
kins was formerly in the employ of Puliman
GS paymaster. Some time ago he went into
business with Secord, and they secured a lense
WA omoOwAU LU LR ATCHUC pDullamg M.
Pullmqn. The rental was $1,800 ti’ ;rcor::‘l. 1;:1!;1
according to plaintills they were to receive a
rebate of $600. In 1887 Mr. Pullman de-
manded the premises, and on a claim  that he

has not paid the rebate this suit is brought,

EX-MAYOR HOPKINS LOSES CASE

TNecision Awarding Him §5,000 frow
George M. Pullman Reversed by
the Appellate Court.

The judgment for $5,000 obtained by ex-
Mayvor John P. Hopkins and his partner,
Frederick II. Sccord, against George DML
Pullman was reversed by the Appellate
Court yesterday in an oplnion written by
Tuctics Adams. Justiee Sears dissenting.
The case was not remanded for a new trial
because of the death of Mr. Pullman.

The actlon was begun by Secord & Hop-
kins 1n 1891. ‘The plaintiffs maintained that
they were entitled to 210,000 damages by
reason of a transaction in regard to leasing
of stores In tfie Arcacde Gailding., They as-
gerted that AMr. Pullman induced ttem to
form & corpnration known as the “Avecade
Trading company *’ for the purpose of per-
petuating the name “Arcade.”” They also
showed that Mr. Pullman assured them that
they could rent s many siores in the Ar-
cade Bulldlng as they needed for £100 a

month. The plalniiffs alleged thit ey exe-
cuted a lease with Mre. Pullman for stores
at o face vaiuz rentil of £10) a month for
each store, butdeslured tha: ke had not re-
syerped to them the «xcess - ver that atnceunt.
In 1896 the form of action was changed from
case to assumpsit and a trlal was had before
Judge Clifford and a jury, resulting in a
judgment against Mr., Pullman. ¥From this
the apepal was taken. The Appellate Court
finds that an agresment with individuals
cannot be regarided as 2 proposition to a yet
unborn corporittion. Just'ce Adams says:

“Ve think it is too plain to require &-xu-
ment that the Secord-Hopking corncration
cannot recover nn Lhe undarinking oragree-
ment of the defendan® alleged in tha orizinat
declaration, made as heretofore stited, with
Hopklns and Secard as individualis, prior to
the Incorporation of the Arcade Trading
company, and on the conditions that they,
Hopkins and Seeord, would form that cor-
poration and would engage In business in
the Arcade Buitdinz. In the nature of things
a proposition made te indivianals on the
condltlon precedant that they will farm a
corporation cannat L regardled 23 a propo-
sition to the yet sinborn corporation.”



Regardless of his lawsuit outcome, Secord was a well-to-do man in Pullman. According
to this news article from The Inter Ocean, Secord and his wife attended balls during their time

in the town.?

PULLMAN.
SOCIAL.

The Pullman Athletic Clubd gave a grand ball
Tuesday evening at Market Hall and a supper at
the Hotel Florence. Among those present were
the following: Mr. and Mrs. E W. Henricks, Mr.
and Mrs. Smith, Mr. and Mrs. Robert Caird, Mr.
and Mrs. F. H Secord, Dr. and Mrs MclLean. Mr.
and Mrs. W. W. Stewart, Mr. and Mrs. D. G
Wells, Nr. and Mrs. F. B. Lincoln, Mr. antd Mrs.
O. R. Sutherland, Mr. and Mrs. A. E. Barker,
Major and Mrs J. Woods, Misses Hazelharst,
Harvey, Price, Hemple, Beach, Loomis, Fergu-
son, huler, Jenks; Messrs, Hopki Flyun, .
Van Winkie; Bumms, Wells, Beach, Stilphen,
Crenine, Martin, Plato, Bross, Hackney, Ju&tna.
Tourtelotte, and others,

.
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Thomas Conroy is the other person listed on the 1883 City Directory.! He is a clerk at a
drugstore, although it is unclear where the drug store was located.



1889 City Directory:

- Mrs. Fanny Kieff
- John Hagan

- David Little

- James McCavette

According to the 1889 city directory, the second group of people that lived at 11231 St.
Lawrence began with the head of house, a Mrs. Fanny Kieff, who worked as a landlady at a
boarding house.? Fanny Kieff also lived in the house in the 1890 city directory, though her
partner is unknown.’ It may be assumed that she was liked in Pullman, as according to this
article clipping from the Inter Ocean in 1888.2
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One of Fanny Kieff’s boarders was named John Hagan, a brass worker.? He likely worked
with David Little, another one of Kieff’s boarders.® Hagan and Little would have worked at this
brass shop, also known as building 048 seen below.®
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James McCavette, a laborer, was the last boarder of Mrs. Kieff according to the 1889
City Directory, but it is likely that Fanny had many more boarders coming in and out of her
dwelling.® For example, although not in the 1889 City Directory, this tragic accident endured by
Josie O’Keefe includes that her address at the time was 217 Watt, the previous address of
11231 St. Lawrence:'°

——— —_—— ——— —— —— —_—— —

Miss Josie'O'Keefe, of No. 217 Watt avenue,



1900 Census:

- Price Family (William, Anna, Dorothea)

- Henry Prince
- Louis Norton
- John and Albert Jones

In 1900, William Gwynne Price is the head of house for 11231 St. Lawrence.!! Price was
born on June 22", 1863, in Illinois.*2 In 1880, he lived with his father, John, and his mother,
Jenny, on 3850 Forrest Avenue. His father was English, and his mother was Scottish.'3 He
married Anna Margaret Koop in 1888.1* The two had one child, Doretta Anna Price, born on
September 29t", 1891.%> In 1900, at the time he lived in 11231 St. Lawrence, William was a
plumber. In 1910, he lived on 732 Loomis Street, Chicago, and in 1930 and 1940 he lived on
1811 Pine Street in Homewood.'®'"'8 His occupation throughout the years never changed.
William Price died on April 25, 1947, of a heart attack. Only a few months later, Anna died on
August 3™, 1947.

Price, in 1900, housed quite a few lodgers. Henry C Prince, Louis Norton, and John and
Albert Jones also stayed with the Price family. Henry Prince, born August 1857 in Maine, was a
car washer. Louis Norton, born February 1879 in New York, was a railroad laborer. Albert Jones,
the older brother of the two, was born in July 1858 in England and worked as an upholsterer,
while John Jones, born in November 1863 in England, was a carpenter.!! Unfortunately, not
much is known about any of the lodgers besides their brief residence in Pullman.

The Prices, however, kept up a habit of allowing boarders in their residences. In the
1940 census, William and Anna housed Joseph Hawblitzel'®. Whether out of necessity or
kindness, the Prices continued the tradition of allowing others to stay in their homes.



1910 / 1920 Censuses

- Hennelly Family (Martin, Sarah, Mary, Sarah, Anna, Martin T, Stephen,
Myles G, Cecile, Ruth M, Edward T)

- Mike Daus

- Paul Kabler

- Christina Johnson

Martin Hennelly is the head of the house in 1910 and 1920. He was born on November
12th, 1871, in Ballinrobe, Mayo, Ireland to Thomas Hennelly and Bridget Gibbons.® On April
13th, 1895, Martin arrived in New York, New York on the ship Lucania.?’ Here is a sample photo
of the ship:

According to the passenger list, Martin Hennelly was originally planning on locating in
Cleveland, Ohio. In 1895, Martin married Sarah Hession, who arrived on the same ship as
Martin in 1895.2° In 1900, Martin and Sarah were living on 11508 Canal Street.

The pair had nine children: Mary, born March 1896, Sarah, born August 1897, Anna, born April
1899, Martin T, born around 1902, Stephen, born around 1905, Myles G, born around 1907,
Cecile, born around 1910, Ruth M, born around 1915, and Edward T, around 1918.2122.23 |t js
very probable that the house was noisy and full of children at all hours.

Martin was an iron machinist in the 1910s as well as a motorman at a railroad in the 1920s.2223
Martin died on June 21%t, 1949. He is buried in Mount Olivet Cemetery.?*

The Hennellys housed a couple lodgers. In 1910, Mike Daus, born in Pennsylvania in 1885, was
a Riveter at the Car Works. His father was from Wales, and his mother from Pennsylvania. Paul
Kabler, born in Germany in 1885, was an Inspector at the Car Works. Kabler’s mother and
father were also both German. In 1920, Christina Johnson was the Hennelly’s only recorded
lodger. Johnson was born in 1857 in Sweden and had immigrated in 1878. At the time of the
census, she was widowed and did not have an occupation.?3



1930, 1940, and 1950 Censuses

- The Mulvenna Family (Alexander, Julia, Julia, Marianne, Charles,
Margaret, Alexander, Teresa, Helen, John, James, Patricia, Thomas)
- Maurice Leahy (1930 Census only)

The head of the house from the 1930s on is a man named Alexander Joseph Mulvenna.
Mulvenna was born July 25%, 1893, in either Glenarm or Larne, Ireland.?> On August 13, 1913,
Mulvenna travelled from Londonderry, Ireland, to New York City, New York, with the intent of
going to Chicago as a farmer on the S.S. Columbia.?® This is a photo of what the ship looked like.
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Mulvenna declared naturalization on eptember 10th, 1914.27 Alexander enlisted in World Wars
I and Il, and it is likely he was drafted for WW!I; however his occupation is unknown. His
enlistment date is noted as October 2", 1917, and his discharge date is March 12t, 1919.

On June 22", 1920, Mulvenna marries Julia Norris, who was also from Ireland. Norris was born
on July 28, 1895.28 She was born in Castle Gregory, Ireland and immigrated to the United
States on October 21%t, 1916, on the S.S. Philadelphia.?® It is unclear where Mulvenna and Norris
lived in the 1920s.

In 1930, according to the 1930 census, Alexander was an office clerk at a cemetery.3? In the
1940 census, he is a cemetery superintendent and in 1950 he is a cemetery division head.3%3? |t
is safe to assume that he worked his way up in rank at the same cemetery. Alexander worked at
Mount Olivet Cemetery on 111th Street and California Avenue. By 1933, he was already the
cemetery superintendent. This is the same cemetery that the previous owner, Martin Hennelly,
was buried in. Here is a newspaper clipping of an unusual activity that occurred at his cemetery
June 215, 1933 below.



WAS IT HOT? ADD
THIS SIZZLE TO
YOUR COOK BOOK

So torrid were the sun's rays yes-
terday in the Mount Olivet cemetery
at 111th street and California avenue
that a grave caught fire,’

i Alex Mulvenna, the cemetery super-
lmendont reported the phenomenon
and gave a sclentific explanation.

| “'The grave,” he sald, " was recent
1y Alled in with black dirt from the
Sag channel, 'rhat dirt ls a.lms)at the
same thing" as peat. In Ireland the
jent bogs often .catch fire from the
sun and burn until rain comes.. The
ume thin: happened here.” |
lecordlng to. the. supei-!ntendent.
hose was turned on and after the
ﬂames were extinguished -it- wes dls
covered the level of the mve had
gunk three lnchel.
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In 1942, Alexander was working at the Joliet branch of Mount Olivet at 1320 E Cass Street.33
Alexander died August 13%, 1982, at age 82 and was buried in Holy Sepulchre Cemetery in
Alsip, Illinois.3*

| The Mulvenna’s first child, Julia Mulvenna, was born on April 22",
1921.3> Julia attended Mercy High School, which is in the Chatham

area of Chicago. This is a photo from her sophomore/junior year of
high school, at age 16.3°

On August 315, 1940, Julia marries Robyn Schrader.3” According to
the 1940 census, Julie was a secretary at a publishing company.3! In
1950, Julia lives with her husband Robyn at 11357 Forest Ave, just
. three blocks away from her childhood home.32 She was still a
secretary according to the 1950 census; however, she was a
secretary at a law firm instead of a publishing company.




Julia Schrader died in early-mid October 1995.% She is buried in Holy Sepulchre Cemetery in
Alsip, lllinois. Her obituary is found in the Chicago Tribune on October 18™, so her death date is
likely around that time.3° The obituary does not specify any children of Julia and Robyn, which is
an indicator that they did not have children.

Marianne Mulvenna is Alexander and Julia’s second child. Sometimes referred to Mollie, Molly,
or Mary Ann Mulvenna, as seen in the 1940 census, Marianne was born on May 16", 1922. Like
Julia, Marianne also attended Mercy High School. This photo is taken out of a yearbook from
Mercy High School where Marianne is a senior. Marianne is in the bottom left in this photo. %°

BIRCHES, MAPLES NOW BEHIND US

MARJORIE MORAN St. Columbanus
Sodality ; Medical Mission; Dramatic Art; M.AA.
Naturally curly hair complies with every style of hair-do . . . unuswal
dramatic ability . . . chiseled features of a little doll, has a heart
of gold.

MAry ANNE MULVENNA Holy Rosary
Sodality ; M.ALA.

life, Molly takes it all in her casy, casual stride

moments . . . seeks fun, finds it, and shares

vd have a carefree, gay time.

Studies or
« « « has her
it .. she and her crow

JoAN MURRAY St. Dorothy
Sodality; Orchestra; Dramatic Art; Medical Missions;
M.AA.

Unassuming . . . reserw hyness broken up by spurts of friendli-
ness . . . blushes charmi hen confused . . . allergic to laughter
. . takes great pride in playing her violin.

MERRIEN NADWODNIK Hyde Park

Marianne married Phillip Wilfred Proulx on July 24t™, 1944. Phillip and Marianne may have had
one child, named Julia Proulx. The Chicago Tribune obituary for Phillip Proulx includes “Dear
father of Julia (Thomas) Ruglic,” indicating that the couple did have a daughter.*! Any other
information on her is unknown.

Marianne died in December 1983. She is currently buried in Holy Sepulchre in Alsip, IL.#?

Charles Mulvenna is Alexander and Julia’s third child and first son. He was born on May 2",
1924.%3 He attended Leo High School, in Auburn Park. Here is a photo of him while he was a
junior in high school. He is the third from the right in the second row.




Charles enlisted in the army on February 2", 1943, at age 18, and was discharged January 15,
1946, at age 21.%* At the time of his registration, Charles was working at Holy Sepulchre
Cemetery, where much of his family is now buried. He married Jeanne E Quinn on August 7%,
1948. On November 29", 1954, Charles’ son James Quinn Mulvenna was born.*> According to

city directories in California, Charles’ family lived on 4048 Oakdale Road in Oakland, California
in 1955.46

On November 28, 1973, at age 49, Charles Mulvenna died. He is currently buried at Saint
Charles Cemetery in Saint-Charles, Greater Winnipeg, Manitoba, Canada.

Tell of Betrothal

Margaret Patricia Mulvenna, also referred to as Peggy, was
born February 28, 1926.#” She married John Dvorscek in the

year 1945, Here is a clipping of her marriage announcement in
the Chicago Tribune.*®

The two had eight children named Nancy, Patricia, Thomas,
James, Jayne, Peggy, and Susan.*’ In the 1950 census, the
Dvorsceks lived on 10755 Sangamon Street, in Morgan Park.*
Margaret died on August 215, 1999, and is buried in Holy
Sepulchre, in Alsip, Illinois.*’

PEGGY MULVENNA.

Mr. and Mrs. Alexander Mulven-
na, 11231 St. Lawrence av., recently
announced the engagement of their
daughter, Peggy, to John Dvorscek,
a navy V.12 student at Princeton
university. He is the son of Mr. and
Mrs. Thomas Dvorscek of 11632 Eg-
gleston av. Miss Mulvenna attended
St. Louis academy, Chicago.

Alexander Francis Mulvenna was born on September 15%, 1927.
He attended Leo High School. Here is a photo of him during his
senior year. Alexander was on the interclass baseball team as well
as band.>°

In 1945, Alexander was working at Mt. Olivet cemetery.>!
Alexander married Loretta Gadbois and the two had two children;
Michael and Sheila. Alexander died on August 26", 1980, due to an accident with a tractor. At

the time of his death, he was a policeman.>? Alexander is buried in Holy Sepulchre in Alsip,
lllinois.>?




GIRL TRESPIANS
PLAN PLAY WITH
NEW GINDERELLA

Cinderella will appenr in the mod-
ern mode in the operetla, “‘I'he
Slip of the Slip- ML 75
per,” to be pre-
sented by St
Louis academy
students in Fen- [
ger THgh school P4
auditorium
at 3:45 p. m. to-
morrow and pES
Tuesday and
Wednesday
nights. The three
act  operetla is
directed by Lois
Murphy Glasgow. Frances Adducc)

*The role of Cinderelln will be
played during consccutive presenta-
tions by Alma Marcon, 11567 State
st.; Lorraine Keiliszewski, 142 L.
117th pl, and Flora De Benedelti,
11357 Forrestville av, Frances Ad-
ducci, 11365 Edbrooke av., will be
the prince.

Other membets of the cast include
Antoinette Curci, 11406 Forrestville
av,; Carol Pichler, 11535 Perry av.;
Marie Celine Caufield, 9914 Peoria
st.; Doris Zuccolo, 325 I5. 116Lh st,;
Teresa Mulvenna, 11231 St. Lawrence

Teresa Mulvenna was born on November 10™, 1929.>* Not
much is known about her, however, she attended St. Louis
Academy, which was in Roseland until its closure in 1959.
Teresa also liked theatre. To the left is a newspaper clipping
from the Chicago Tribune about a play she was in at age 17.

Teresa married John M. Larkers on January 29, 1949,
According to find-a-grave, Teresa and John did not have any
children. Teresa died on March 30", 2020.5* She is buried with
her family in Holy Sepulchre in Alsip.

Helen Mulvenna was born on February 17™, 1931.°6 Again, not much information exists about
her, but she married Frank van Duerm Jr. on June 3™, 1950.%7 It is uncertain whether she is alive

or not.

John Norris Mulvenna was born around 1933. In 1950 he was living in Lack County in
Pennsylvania and likely attending Maryknoll College.*® According to newspapers.com, John’s
obituary was in the Chicago Tribune on August 15%, 1982, so it is likely that he died in early-mid

August of 1982.>°



James Thomas Mulvenna was born on April 2", Murvesna, Jases T.
HOly ROSGT)’ Grammcu'

1934. He attended Leo High School. Here is a Sehool

; i i Glee Club 1, 2, 3; Oper-
photo of his senior year photo. As you can see in a1 23, Class 'O o
the photo, James was a member in many clubs.®° 2; Knights of the Blessed

Sacram(in]ta’; ]?\oxli)ngﬁQl; ]g-
. . . . . t cet SaO)
James died in July of 2017. Here is his obituary.®! ﬁ?éi‘,‘i'giuoﬁsofml Faith.

Mulvenna, James T.

James T. Mulvenna, ("Jim") age 83, of Downers
Grove passed away peace-
fully at home with Dolores,
his devoted wife of 62 years,

- by his sice. Jim was a lov-

'~ ing father of Carlo (Debbie),

' Patrick (Judy), James (Tricia),

ST Mark (Kim), and Maureen

=~ (Charles) Keough. He adored

his grandchildren Michael,

Ryan, Mitchell, Alex, Carly,

Patrick, Kathleen, James and

Julia, and they adered their Papa, Jim was born in

the Pullman neighborhocod of Chicago, the ninth of

eleven children, to Alexander and Julia Mulvenna.

He cherished his siblings Julie (Rob) Schrader,

Molly (Phil) Proulx, Charles (Jeanne), Peggy (lohn)

Dvorscek, Alexander (Loretta), Teresa (John) Larkers,

Helen (Frank) VanDuerm, John (Bonnie), Patricia (irv)

Pfeiffer and Thomas. Jim worked for CN. Russo &

Co. in real estate management for 49 years, with his

beloved brother-indaw Bernard Russo. He attended

Holy Rosary grammar school, Leo High School, and

Marquette University. Jim was deeply loved by his

family and friends and they will miss his Irish humor

and dry wit. Visitation 3 to 8 p.m. Friday, July 21,

2017, at Hallowell & James Funeral Home, 301 75th

St., Downers Grove, Funeral Mass Saturday, July 22,

2017, 1:.00 p.m, at Qur Lady of Mt. Carmel Church,

8404 Cass Ave, Darien. Interment private. In lieu

of flowers, memorials to Loyola Medicine Hospice,

2301 W. 22nd St,, Svite 107, Oak Brook, IL 60523,

are greatly appreciated, Funeral info 630-964-6500

Sign Guestbook at chicagotribune.com/obituaries
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o s oomdi vy Patricia A. Mulvenna was born on May 21%, 1938. She attended
DePaul University and was in the college of commerce. Here is a

nouncement of e Gusen or wenerery colonel. 11 PhOto OF her in the DePaul yearbook in 1958.62

Queen for 1957.1958 was Carolyn Jesen, a blonde
blue-eyed co-ed from the College of Science. She was a

froshman I hat school and b insirations of be- Gha married Irven C. Pfeiffer on May 15, 1959.%% In 1993, she was

coming a Surgical Nurse
Other finalists consisted of Diane Chodil and Pat Mul

venno, frshnen from ihe College of Commerce, vd |iViNG i Lady Lake, Florida.®* According to her late husband’s

Carole Guzinski and Olga Taddeo, a sophomore and

freshman respectively. from the College of tiberal At ghyjtyary, Patricia and Irven had three children: Chuck, Mark, and
Ann Marie.®® Patricia is still living.

Finally, Alexander and Julia’s youngest child of 11,
Thomas Patrick Mulvenna, was born on October
22"9,1940.% He attended Saint Xavier Elementary,
Fenwick High School, and Marquette University.%®
Here is a photo of him from the 1955 yearbook of
Fenwick High School.®’

Mize, Joseph T.
Moran, Brian ]J.
Moriarty, Ralph T.
Moulis, John H.
Muller, Louis R.
Mulvenna, Thomas P.

¢} B
Thomas married Madonna La Faur on September 7t", 1960. On April 9t, 2021, Thomas passed
away peacefully. He is buried in Holy Sepulchre with his family in Alsip, Illinois.®®

The Mulvenna’s housed Julia’s sister’s son, Maurice John Leahy, according to the 1930 census.
Maurice was born August 19*, 1920, in lllinois.®®

Conclusion

Throughout the majority of the house history, 11231 St. Lawrence was a home that was filled
with lots of family. Throughout 1900-1951, there were as many as eleven kids at a time in this
house. Clearly, family was important to the inhabitants of these homes, not just in the number
of children but also the proximity of family until death. | would argue that, in a way, the sense
of familial connection that house portrays mirrors the connection Pullman residents make with
each other—from the town’s opening in 1883 and continuing today.
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