
A House History of  
217 Watt / 11231 St. Lawrence Avenue 

 

1883 City Directory:  
- Frederick Secord 
- Thomas Conroy 

 
Using the 1883 City Directory, the first two recorded residents of 11231 St. Lawrence 

Avenue, formerly known as 217 Watt, were Frederick Secord and Thomas Conroy.1 Secord, one 

of the most interesting inhabitants of the house, was friends and business partners with John 

Patrick Hopkins, the first Irish American Catholic mayor of Chicago. Secord and Hopkins sued 

George M. Pullman over building costs of the Arcade building. The two had a business, called 

the Arcade Trading Company or the Arcade Mercantile Company, inside of the Arcade building. 

Here is a picture of a sign of the Arcade Mercantile company.2 

 

 

 



 

Here are some newspaper clippings from the Chicago Tribune about the lawsuit.3-4 

 

 
 



 

Regardless of his lawsuit outcome, Secord was a well-to-do man in Pullman. According 

to this news article from The Inter Ocean, Secord and his wife attended balls during their time 

in the town.5  

 

  

 

Thomas Conroy is the other person listed on the 1883 City Directory.1 He is a clerk at a 

drugstore, although it is unclear where the drug store was located.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



1889 City Directory: 

- Mrs. Fanny Kieff 

- John Hagan 

- David Little  

- James McCavette 

According to the 1889 city directory, the second group of people that lived at 11231 St. 

Lawrence began with the head of house, a Mrs. Fanny Kieff, who worked as a landlady at a 

boarding house.6 Fanny Kieff also lived in the house in the 1890 city directory, though her 

partner is unknown.7 It may be assumed that she was liked in Pullman, as according to this 

article clipping from the Inter Ocean in 1888.8 

 

One of Fanny Kieff’s boarders was named John Hagan, a brass worker.6 He likely worked 

with David Little, another one of Kieff’s boarders.6  Hagan and Little would have worked at this 

brass shop, also known as building 048 seen below.9 

    

 

 

 

 



 

James McCavette, a laborer, was the last boarder of Mrs. Kieff according to the 1889 

City Directory, but it is likely that Fanny had many more boarders coming in and out of her 

dwelling.6 For example, although not in the 1889 City Directory, this tragic accident endured by 

Josie O’Keefe includes that her address at the time was 217 Watt, the previous address of 

11231 St. Lawrence:10  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



1900 Census: 

- Price Family (William, Anna, Dorothea) 

- Henry Prince 

- Louis Norton 

- John and Albert Jones 

 

In 1900, William Gwynne Price is the head of house for 11231 St. Lawrence.11 Price was 

born on June 22nd, 1863, in Illinois.12 In 1880, he lived with his father, John, and his mother, 

Jenny, on 3850 Forrest Avenue. His father was English, and his mother was Scottish.13 He 

married Anna Margaret Koop in 1888.14 The two had one child, Doretta Anna Price, born on 

September 29th, 1891.15 In 1900, at the time he lived in 11231 St. Lawrence, William was a 

plumber. In 1910, he lived on 732 Loomis Street, Chicago, and in 1930 and 1940 he lived on 

1811 Pine Street in Homewood.16,17,18 His occupation throughout the years never changed. 

William Price died on April 25th, 1947, of a heart attack. Only a few months later, Anna died on 

August 3rd, 1947.  

 

Price, in 1900, housed quite a few lodgers. Henry C Prince, Louis Norton, and John and 

Albert Jones also stayed with the Price family. Henry Prince, born August 1857 in Maine, was a 

car washer. Louis Norton, born February 1879 in New York, was a railroad laborer. Albert Jones, 

the older brother of the two, was born in July 1858 in England and worked as an upholsterer, 

while John Jones, born in November 1863 in England, was a carpenter.11 Unfortunately, not 

much is known about any of the lodgers besides their brief residence in Pullman.  

 

The Prices, however, kept up a habit of allowing boarders in their residences. In the 

1940 census, William and Anna housed Joseph Hawblitzel18. Whether out of necessity or 

kindness, the Prices continued the tradition of allowing others to stay in their homes.  

 

 

 

 

 

 



1910 / 1920 Censuses 

- Hennelly Family (Martin, Sarah, Mary, Sarah, Anna, Martin T, Stephen, 

Myles G, Cecile, Ruth M, Edward T) 

- Mike Daus 

- Paul Kabler 

- Christina Johnson 

Martin Hennelly is the head of the house in 1910 and 1920. He was born on November 

12th, 1871, in Ballinrobe, Mayo, Ireland to Thomas Hennelly and Bridget Gibbons.19 On April 

13th, 1895, Martin arrived in New York, New York on the ship Lucania.20 Here is a sample photo 

of the ship:  

 

According to the passenger list, Martin Hennelly was originally planning on locating in 

Cleveland, Ohio. In 1895, Martin married Sarah Hession, who arrived on the same ship as 

Martin in 1895.20 In 1900, Martin and Sarah were living on 11508 Canal Street.  

The pair had nine children: Mary, born March 1896, Sarah, born August 1897, Anna, born April 

1899, Martin T, born around 1902, Stephen, born around 1905, Myles G, born around 1907, 

Cecile, born around 1910, Ruth M, born around 1915, and Edward T, around 1918.21,22,23 It is 

very probable that the house was noisy and full of children at all hours.  

Martin was an iron machinist in the 1910s as well as a motorman at a railroad in the 1920s.22,23  

Martin died on June 21st, 1949. He is buried in Mount Olivet Cemetery.24 

The Hennellys housed a couple lodgers. In 1910, Mike Daus, born in Pennsylvania in 1885, was 

a Riveter at the Car Works. His father was from Wales, and his mother from Pennsylvania. Paul 

Kabler, born in Germany in 1885, was an Inspector at the Car Works. Kabler’s mother and 

father were also both German. In 1920, Christina Johnson was the Hennelly’s only recorded 

lodger. Johnson was born in 1857 in Sweden and had immigrated in 1878. At the time of the 

census, she was widowed and did not have an occupation.23  



1930, 1940, and 1950 Censuses 
- The Mulvenna Family (Alexander, Julia, Julia, Marianne, Charles, 

Margaret, Alexander, Teresa, Helen, John, James, Patricia, Thomas) 

- Maurice Leahy (1930 Census only) 

The head of the house from the 1930s on is a man named Alexander Joseph Mulvenna. 

Mulvenna was born July 25th, 1893, in either Glenarm or Larne, Ireland.25 On August 13th, 1913, 

Mulvenna travelled from Londonderry, Ireland, to New York City, New York, with the intent of 

going to Chicago as a farmer on the S.S. Columbia.26 This is a photo of what the ship looked like. 

Mulvenna declared naturalization on September 10th, 1914.27 Alexander enlisted in World Wars 

I and II, and it is likely he was drafted for WWI; however his occupation is unknown. His 

enlistment date is noted as October 2nd, 1917, and his discharge date is March 12th, 1919.  

On June 22nd, 1920, Mulvenna marries Julia Norris, who was also from Ireland. Norris was born 

on July 28th, 1895.28 She was born in Castle Gregory, Ireland and immigrated to the United 

States on October 21st, 1916, on the S.S. Philadelphia.29 It is unclear where Mulvenna and Norris 

lived in the 1920s.  

In 1930, according to the 1930 census, Alexander was an office clerk at a cemetery.30 In the 

1940 census, he is a cemetery superintendent and in 1950 he is a cemetery division head.31,32 It 

is safe to assume that he worked his way up in rank at the same cemetery. Alexander worked at 

Mount Olivet Cemetery on 111th Street and California Avenue. By 1933, he was already the 

cemetery superintendent. This is the same cemetery that the previous owner, Martin Hennelly, 

was buried in. Here is a newspaper clipping of an unusual activity that occurred at his cemetery 

June 21st, 1933 below.  



 

In 1942, Alexander was working at the Joliet branch of Mount Olivet at 1320 E Cass Street.33 

Alexander died August 13th, 1982, at age 82 and was buried in Holy Sepulchre Cemetery in 

Alsip, Illinois.34  

 

The Mulvenna’s first child, Julia Mulvenna, was born on April 22nd, 

1921.35 Julia attended Mercy High School, which is in the Chatham 

area of Chicago. This is a photo from her sophomore/junior year of 

high school, at age 16.36  

On August 31st, 1940, Julia marries Robyn Schrader.37 According to 

the 1940 census, Julie was a secretary at a publishing company.31 In 

1950, Julia lives with her husband Robyn at 11357 Forest Ave, just 

three blocks away from her childhood home.38 She was still a 

secretary according to the 1950 census; however, she was a 

secretary at a law firm instead of a publishing company.  



Julia Schrader died in early-mid October 1995.35 She is buried in Holy Sepulchre Cemetery in 

Alsip, Illinois. Her obituary is found in the Chicago Tribune on October 18th, so her death date is 

likely around that time.39 The obituary does not specify any children of Julia and Robyn, which is 

an indicator that they did not have children.   

Marianne Mulvenna is Alexander and Julia’s second child. Sometimes referred to Mollie, Molly, 

or Mary Ann Mulvenna, as seen in the 1940 census, Marianne was born on May 16th, 1922. Like 

Julia, Marianne also attended Mercy High School. This photo is taken out of a yearbook from 

Mercy High School where Marianne is a senior. Marianne is in the bottom left in this photo. 40 

 

Marianne married Phillip Wilfred Proulx on July 24th, 1944. Phillip and Marianne may have had 

one child, named Julia Proulx. The Chicago Tribune obituary for Phillip Proulx includes “Dear 

father of Julia (Thomas) Ruglic,” indicating that the couple did have a daughter.41 Any other 

information on her is unknown.  

Marianne died in December 1983. She is currently buried in Holy Sepulchre in Alsip, IL.42 

Charles Mulvenna is Alexander and Julia’s third child and first son. He was born on May 2nd, 

1924.43 He attended Leo High School, in Auburn Park. Here is a photo of him while he was a 

junior in high school. He is the third from the right in the second row.  

 



Charles enlisted in the army on February 2nd, 1943, at age 18, and was discharged January 15th, 

1946, at age 21.44 At the time of his registration, Charles was working at Holy Sepulchre 

Cemetery, where much of his family is now buried. He married Jeanne E Quinn on August 7th, 

1948. On November 29th, 1954, Charles’ son James Quinn Mulvenna was born.45 According to 

city directories in California, Charles’ family lived on 4048 Oakdale Road in Oakland, California 

in 1955.46  

On November 28th, 1973, at age 49, Charles Mulvenna died. He is currently buried at Saint 

Charles Cemetery in Saint-Charles, Greater Winnipeg, Manitoba, Canada.  

 

Margaret Patricia Mulvenna, also referred to as Peggy, was 

born February 28th, 1926.47 She married John Dvorscek in the 

year 1945. Here is a clipping of her marriage announcement in 

the Chicago Tribune.48 

 

 The two had eight children named Nancy, Patricia, Thomas, 

James, Jayne, Peggy, and Susan.47 In the 1950 census, the 

Dvorsceks lived on 10755 Sangamon Street, in Morgan Park.49 

Margaret died on August 21st, 1999, and is buried in Holy 

Sepulchre, in Alsip, Illinois.47  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Alexander Francis Mulvenna was born on September 15th, 1927. 

He attended Leo High School. Here is a photo of him during his 

senior year. Alexander was on the interclass baseball team as well 

as band.50  

In 1945, Alexander was working at Mt. Olivet cemetery.51 

Alexander married Loretta Gadbois and the two had two children; 

Michael and Sheila. Alexander died on August 26th, 1980, due to an accident with a tractor. At 

the time of his death, he was a policeman.52 Alexander is buried in Holy Sepulchre in Alsip, 

Illinois.53  



 

Teresa Mulvenna was born on November 10th, 1929.54 Not 

much is known about her, however, she attended St. Louis 

Academy, which was in Roseland until its closure in 1959. 

Teresa also liked theatre. To the left is a newspaper clipping 

from the Chicago Tribune about a play she was in at age 17.  

Teresa married John M. Larkers on January 29th, 1949.55 

According to find-a-grave, Teresa and John did not have any 

children. Teresa died on March 30th, 2020.54 She is buried with 

her family in Holy Sepulchre in Alsip.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Helen Mulvenna was born on February 17th, 1931.56 Again, not much information exists about 

her, but she married Frank van Duerm Jr. on June 3rd, 1950.57 It is uncertain whether she is alive 

or not.  

 

John Norris Mulvenna was born around 1933. In 1950 he was living in Lack County in 

Pennsylvania and likely attending Maryknoll College.58 According to newspapers.com, John’s 

obituary was in the Chicago Tribune on August 15th, 1982, so it is likely that he died in early-mid 

August of 1982.59 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

James Thomas Mulvenna was born on April 2nd, 

1934. He attended Leo High School. Here is a 

photo of his senior year photo. As you can see in 

the photo, James was a member in many clubs.60 

James died in July of 2017. Here is his obituary.61 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Patricia A. Mulvenna was born on May 21st, 1938. She attended 

DePaul University and was in the college of commerce. Here is a 

photo of her in the DePaul yearbook in 1958.62  

She married Irven C. Pfeiffer on May 15th, 1959.63 In 1993, she was 

living in Lady Lake, Florida.64 According to her late husband’s 

obituary, Patricia and Irven had three children: Chuck, Mark, and 

Ann Marie.65 Patricia is still living.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Finally, Alexander and Julia’s youngest child of 11, 

Thomas Patrick Mulvenna, was born on October 

22nd, 1940.66 He attended Saint Xavier Elementary, 

Fenwick High School, and Marquette University.66 

Here is a photo of him from the 1955 yearbook of 

Fenwick High School.67  

Thomas married Madonna La Faur on September 7th, 1960. On April 9th, 2021, Thomas passed 

away peacefully. He is buried in Holy Sepulchre with his family in Alsip, Illinois.66 

The Mulvenna’s housed Julia’s sister’s son, Maurice John Leahy, according to the 1930 census. 

Maurice was born August 19th, 1920, in Illinois.68 

 

Conclusion 

Throughout the majority of the house history, 11231 St. Lawrence was a home that was filled 

with lots of family. Throughout 1900-1951, there were as many as eleven kids at a time in this 

house. Clearly, family was important to the inhabitants of these homes, not just in the number 

of children but also the proximity of family until death. I would argue that, in a way, the sense 

of familial connection that house portrays mirrors the connection Pullman residents make with 

each other—from the town’s opening in 1883 and continuing today. 
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