
11329 Saint Lawrence Ave 
(327 Watt Ave) 

1889-1950 

1889 City Directory 
In the 1889 city directory, there were 4 people recorded: brothers John 

and Peter Dunner were recorded as a woodworker and molder and two 

other woodworkers, Carl Bergmann and Nels Nelson. In the 1920 

census, Carl S. Bergman was 1 of 8 lodgers and 12 people at 529 E 

112th St.  He was married, but not living with his wife.  Bergman 

immigrated to the US in 1885. No other information is known about 

them.  

 

1900 Census 
In the 1900 census, there were seven people, two families, recorded to 

be living in the 2-flat apartment. The McDowell family consisted of John, 

Effie, and Ruel McDowell, and the Nelson family consisted of Chas, Carl, 

Emma, and Pearl Nelson, but no other information was found about the 

Nelson family. John McDowell was recorded as an ornamental painter, 

while Chas was a carpenter, the rest of the tenants were unemployed. 

Both Chas and Emma were born in Sweden and immigrated separately 

in 1896 and 1898. 

In 1912, Ruel was in the newspaper for being shot in the abdomen with 

an arrow while shooting sparrows with his friend.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Luckily he survived and was drafted twice in the military in 1918 and 

1941.                           

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

He is recorded as having two grave sites as he was originally to be 

buried with his parents, but then chose to apply for a headstone with the 

military, being buried in Florida instead of Delaware with his parents.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

This is the grave of Ruel’s parents, with his death date being 

absent because of his separate burial.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1910 Census 
 

In 1910, two families and three lodgers were recorded. The apartment 

was owned by Emma Anderson, 44, who was widowed with a 5 year old 

son, Edwin in the 1910 census. Emma immigrated in 1886 as recorded 

in the 1910 census. The Swedish American Line began transatlantic 

service in 1915, which means that Emma did not take direct transport 

from Sweden to America. In 1886, one of the ways Swedes would 

transport to America was through England, such as Liverpool, London, 

or Glasgow. There were many Emma Anderson’s who were born in 

Sweden and immigrated to America in 1886, so no documents of 

immigration or petition for citizenship was found. 

Her lodgers were Carl Johnson from Sweden and George O'neil from 

Indiana.  



 

Emma rented the other unit to the Boyer family, consisting of Fredrick, 

Ellen, and Viola, who also had a lodger, Charles Catnip. The Boyer 

family was formerly residing in 723 Cottage Grove Ave, working as a 

Coach Painter at Pullman Car Company in the 1900 census. By 1910. 

Frederick was recorded to be a Car Body Fitter at the Pullman Car 

Company, while Charles Catnip was a patternmaker, Carl Johnson a 

machinist, and George O’Neil, a tinsmith, all three also worked at 

Pullman Car Company. No other information is known about the renters 

and lodgers.  

 

1920 Census 
In 1920, only two people were recorded, Emma, now 54, and Edwin 

Anderson, age 15, both still living at this address; no lodgers were 

recorded at this time.  

 

1930 Census 
Emma Anderson, age 64, still owned 11329 Saint Lawrence, and lived 
there with 25 year-old Edwin, a polisher for a car builder.  Her lone 
roommer, Edward Dewart, an Illinoisian of Dutch parentage.  Emma’s 
tenants were John and Catherine Clark, both Scottish. The value of the 
2-flat was $2,600, and she collected $25/month from the Clarks. The 
house was then bought from Emma Anderson by Mary Valente, who is 
recorded in the 1940 and 1950 census.  
 

1940 Census 
In 1940, Mary and Peter Valente were recorded to be living in the two-
flat apartment, with the Sbraccia family, Catherine, Raffaele and 
daughter Imelda, as well as roomer Atilio Rupani.  
 



Peter’s parents were Giovanni Valente and Anna Dics, and Peter was 
born in Cesuna, Vicenza, Italy on November 16th, 1899. Peter was 
naturalized in 1927, having immigrated on December 1st, 1923 aboard 
the Dente Alighieri.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  S.S. Dente Alighieri, from Genoa, Italy to New York City.  
 
In 1920, Mary, 14, lived with her parents, Dominic and Jennie and her 5 
sisters, at 11446 Saint Lawrence on the 2nd floor. Dominic was a 
Teamster at Farr Brothers, a coal company. 
 
Mary married Peter Valente when she was 23, and he was 30, April 
27th, 1929. Peter was a smoker and died of lung cancer before Mary 
was 43. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
The Petition for Citizenship signed by Peter Valente, dated 03/26/1927 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
At age 24, Mary and Peter, 31, lived at 11360 Saint Lawrence in 1930. 
Rent was $25, for both upstairs and down, even though upstairs would 
have been bigger. Peter worked as a Laborer at an automobile 
manufacturing company while Mary did not work outside of the home.  
 
In 1940, Peter Valente was a laborer at a paint factory, Sherwin 
Williams.  He worked 36 hours the week of March 24 to March 30, 1940, 
and he worked 52 weeks in 1939, earning $1,550. Peter passed away 
June 17, 1946, and was buried at Mt Olivet Cemetery in Worth, Illinois on 
June 20, 1946.  



 

1950 Census 
In the 1950 census, Mary Valente was still the owner of this 
building, with Ann and Theodore Savas, her sister and brother-in-
law also recorded to be living in the building. Mary Valente 
remarried to Peter Martello in the early 1950s, when she was 
around the age 45. Mary was a seamstress at Monarch Cleaners at 
103rd Street and Vincennes Avenue. Monarch had a chain of 
cleaners on the south side of Chicago and in the South Suburbs. 
Mary had worked 40 hours in the week previous to April 18, 1950. 
 
This is a postcard from Monarch 
Cleaners.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Theodore had a retail store that was in the single story building on 
114th Street between Saint Lawrence and Champlain, facing the 
south end of the alley of his home.  
Mary was listed as the owner of 11329 Saint Lawrence in the Public 
Index Records from 1950 to 1995, with the surname of her second 
husband Peter Martello.  


