11339 S St. Lawrence Ave (337 Watt Ave)

By Grace Brown and Rebecca Conant
This is a house history discussing 11339 S St. Lawrence Ave, formerly 333 Watts Ave, which is

located in the Chicago neighborhood of Pullman.
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This is a present day image of the house.



1889 Directory

E.H. Little lived in the home. There is not any written record about him except for his occupation.
He was a clerk at the company. He lived with A. Ressenguire who was another roomer in the

home.

A. Ressenguire also does not have a lot of written records except for his occupation. He was a

laborer.



1900 Census

In the year 1900, seven people lived in the home. There was Josephine and John S. Coleman
who were the heads of the household, John’s brother William, and their son John F Coleman.

They had three boarders: Harry B Aukerman, Nicholas Bremmer, and Harry Meyers.

John S Coleman was born in October 1858 in Michigan. His mother was from Michigan as well,
and his father was born in Ireland. He was married to Josephine Coleman, who in other records
is known as Lodena J Coleman, Lodenia, and Lodina. However, in the 1900 census, her name
was recorded as Josephine which we believe was her middle name. Her maiden name is
Schlimmer. Her name was recorded as Josephine in both the 1900 census and 1910. Both John
and Josephine were born in Michigan

John S Coleman may have been born earlier than 1858, possibly in 1855 or 1856. He
died November 21, 1927, in Cook County and was buried in Ann Arbor, Ml on November 24,

1927.

John S. Coleman had another older brother, Thomas, born about 1853 and a younger sister
Mary E, born about 1857 (1860 census). He was survived by a sister C.E. Miller. His Father was
James Coleman and his mother was Mary Ann (1860 census). In 1870, he had more siblings:
Sarah who was born in 1861, James who was born in 1863), Frank who was born in 1876, and
Willie (later William/Wm J) who was born 1861 or 1858). Mary Ann Coleman (mother) died in

1869, and her mother Bessy Smith is living in the house.

Josephine Coleman was born on March 25th, 1860 in Ann Arbor, Michigan. She married John S

Coleman on June 30th, 1886 in Detroit, Michigan. As stated above, Josephine was known by



many names, but when she married John S Coleman her name was recorded as Lodenia J
Schlimmer. Both of her parents were from Germany.

Below is a copy of their marriage record.

Josephine died on September 10th, 1921. She was buried on September 14th, 1921 in Saint

Thomas Catholic Cemetery. Below is a photo of her tombstone.



John Francis Coleman was born on August 29th of 1890 and was nine years old when the

census was taken. John Francis Coleman would go on and become a reverend. Additionally, he

registered to fight in both World Wars. Below are his registration cards.
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He died on April 19, 1973, and was buried in Saint Bede Catholic Cemetery. Below is a photo of

his tombstone.
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William J Coleman was 29 in the year 1900. He was born in 1870 in Michigan. Little is known

about him. His occupation was a Silver Plater.

Harry Meyers was one of three roomers in the house in 1900. He was a machinist, and he was
born in Indiana in March of 1876. Harry would eventually marry Stella Lallar. Harry also

registered to fight in World War I, and his registration card can be found below.
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Harry B (Benjamin) Aukerman was another roomer in the home. He was born in Missouri in July
of 1877, and both of his parents were from Ohio. He was a machinist. Harry Aukerman married
Ellen Ostoy and they had a daughter named Evelyn Aukerman in 1907.

His mother and father died on December 15, 1924. His mother died in March 1925. His wife
broke her ribs in 1927 getting out of an automobile. In 1927 he was able to visit his brother in
Des Moines. June 1927 is when the condolences went out for his other brother.

Below are Newspaper clippings discussing different moments in Harry Aukerman'’s life,

including, but not limited to, his trip to visit his brother.

May, 1927

MECHANICAL DEPARTMENT

CALUMET SHOPS

formal opening of the new administration build-
ng proven such a success, Mngr. J. P. Carey de-

repeat formally. In consequence several hun-
randad An Aneil 292 and aninvaed an anbarbain.

the accident to Leader Harry Aukerman’s wife, she
fracturing two ribs in steppi:g out of an automobile.

. Asst. Director of Safety George Hawes was bask-
ing in the sunshine of Atlanta where the Georgia
peaches grow.



June, 1927

CALUMET SHOPS

The Birthday Club held a party in honor of the
Misses Lucille Langlois and Myrtle Johansen and each
received an appropriate gift. Other members of the
club are the Misses Marie Zicke, Sue Olsen, Annabelle
Cramer, Sophie Gregg, Helen Malker, Anna Michalik
and Anna DeLaurente,

The annual picnic of the Fellowship Club will be
held June 26 in the forest preserve, and a repetition
of last year's good time is anticipated. The May party
held May 21 in the Administration building was another
huge success. . . The “Allen Block Boys” held an-
other jolly get-together party May 28 at Pythian Hall
with old dances, speaking, singing and boxing. Messrs.
“Al” Medland, “Del” Richmond and Alderman Govier
headed the committee. . . The daughter of Leader
A. A. Dluzak, who recently had a major operation in
the Pullman hospital, is recovering. . . S pathy
is extended Mr. E. Allen (Stores) on the death of
his mother, Harry Aukerman (Trimming) who lost his
brother, Employment Agent J. R. Wares on the death
of his son, and Foreman Lundberg, whose mother died.
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KNOWLEDGE of first aid is like accident insu:
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from the beaches; Leader Charley Koosen at-

tended the greyhound races at Homewood and now he
is broke; Mrs. Louise Otten sought rest at Valparaiso,
Ind.; Leader Harry Aukerman motored to Des Moines
to visit a brother he had not seen for 32 years; Leader
“Tony” Krapp, Mr. Roger Kachinska and Chief Cler!<
S. G. Green preferred Hills Lake, Wis.; Foreman “Del”

I.ehning, whose brother died, and to Mr. H. Schroeder,
who lost his mother . . Mr Harry Aukerman is inor-
dinately proud of his new Buick sedan. . . Mr. William
Gay’s wife went to the Mayo hospital, Rochester, Minn.,

for observation. .

Mr. 'L_qui_s Yonkers is sporting a
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Pullman Circle will hold its annual Fall dinner
| on November 21, 1946, at The Furniture Club of
. located on the 17th floor of the Furniture Mart,
Lake Shore Drive. Music will be furnished by

Y Walker’s orchestra, and for added entertain-

t, a8 in years heretofore, we expect to present an

y fine floor show.
H. J. ADAMS, President.
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Chairman, Pullman Division

Death Benefits and Pensions

Pullman Company death claims under Group Insurance Plan
and date of death:

Abbey, James R. L.;: Ret. Porter (Minneapolis); May 23.
Adams, illiam; Porter (Chicago East South); May 16.
Aukerman, Harry B.; Ret. Leader (Calumet Shops); June §
Balanog, B. A.; Attendant (St, Louis); May 9.

Barco, Rosalio; Cleaner (Los Angeles); June 22.

Bettis, Jesse; Porter (Cleveland); August 2.

Biddle, George W.; Ret. Porter (Jersey City); July 14,
Biesinger, Charles K.; Ret. Cleaner (Buffalo); June 9.
Bishop, Harry M.: Machinist (Richmond Shops): August 8.

Boswell, ElH’ah: Attendant (Chicago Dist. Comsy.); May 16.
Bradley, Andrew J.; Porter (Chicago West); July 25.
Branch, Clem; Porter (Chicago West); May 2I.
Brinkley, Frank; Painter (Chicago North); July 27.
55

Nicholas Bremmer was born in Germany in July 1849. He was originally from Germany and was

a naturalized citizen. Like others, there is not a lot of information about him. He was a painter.



1910 Census

In 1910, John S., Josephine, and John F. Coleman continued to reside in the house. They had

two roomers: Charles F Berg and Frank Garolhart. Little is known about both roomers.

Charles F Berg was born in Sweden and immigrated to the US in 1890. He was a naturalized

citizen. He was an inspector. He was born in 1865.

Frank Garolhart was born in Ohio in 1889. There is not a lot of written record about Frank. His

occupation was a locksmith.



1920 Census

In 1920, there were many tenants in the home. There were Martin, Mary, and Carl Osolkay who
were the head of the household. There was also John and Frances Coyle, and Frank, Lillian,

and Frank Jr. Hoschutzky.

John Coyle was born in 1894 in Ireland and immigrated in 1908. He was a machinist. He was

married to Frances Coyle who was born in 1898. They got married on October 10, 1917.

Frank Hoschutzky was born in 1888 in Austria. He immigrated to the United States in August
1892 on the Augusta Victoria. He was four years old and immigrated with his family. He was
married to Lillian, and they had a son named Frank Junior. He married Lillian Peterson in 1912
when they were both 24 in Chicago, lllinois.

Frank died on August 17, 1954, and is buried in Cedar Park Cemetery, and Lillian died on July

5th, 1968. Below is a photo of his obituary and a photo of the Augusta Victoria.

side

HO%CHLTLPPunk A. Hoschutz of 108
—wi: 2rotn place, beloved husdband eof Lik
llan, nee Peterson; dear father of Frank
Jr.. fond brother of Mary Taudb and Wil
Ham., Resting at mortuary, 12 E. 112th
place, Services Friday, 1:30 p. m. Inter-
ment Cedar Park.
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Frank Jr. was born in March of 1913. He was baptized on June 25th, 1913 at the Elim Lutheran

Church in Pullman. Below is his baptism record.
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Frank registered to fight in World War 1. Below is his draft registration card.

SERIAL NUMBER | 1, Nauz (Print)

~m,\

“ORDER NUMBER

2. Apom
3. TELEFHONE

71 2L

REGISTRATION CARD
D. 8. 8. Form 1

|- G170

Frank would go on to marry Margaret Metevia on October 8th, 1937.

Martin, Mary, and Carl also lived in the home and would remain residents in the home until the

1950s. Martin was the head of the household. Martin Osolkay was born in 1871 or 1872 in

Russia and immigrated to the US in 1910. He became a naturalized citizen in 1920. Martin and

his family lived in the home from 1920- 1950, however, the spelling of their last name varied



greatly. It was spelled Osskay, Fensky, Osolsky. Below is a copy of Martin’s naturalization

paperwork.

.
_0-242 -
Family name I Given name or names

_Martin

_Osalkay
Address

11339 \att Ave,

ate no. (or vol. and page) I Title and location of cowt

Po39034 Supeiior Court, Coeh Ca, Il.
sy of buth o alleyiance When bon (or age) . — provns jo 9IR) RO
Russia l/ B/lL"I-.

Late and port of arrval in 5 ate of naturalization

2.5/1920

o privinedsy

e papoues Aum
John l o Gibbons 11408 S, State St, "
Jacob hxde 34b We 117th Ste

T [wnod puv 2yep) pajaave> eyD

FLabo Imvra tion and Naturalize! S vice Foim No, 1.IP. QUOD3U 1¥NCD NI NOILVIEO4NI TVHOWIAOY

Carl would go on and become a police officer and marry Ruth Osolkay. Carl registered to fight in

World War Il. Below is his draft registration card.

r” SERIAL NUMBER —T NAME (Print) V . OI?DER &Ul\iBﬁR 1
W’f‘()& Coand b Sgaky O§0/ & ay. oo |
(First) (Middle

2. ApprEss (Print)

70.214//0"/7‘ .......... Chicgga . Cooke.. . TH.

(County) (State)

3. JELEPHONE | 4. AGE IN YEARS 5. PLACE OF BIRTH 6. COUNTRY OF

/_Cﬁj.d _______________ 93_ E % _____________________ qu;y _________________ CITIZENSHIP

ATE OF BIRTH Wy or county)
Cod 474 | OcF 3 Jras Byssin | 4. S.A

ST (State or country)

. NAME OF PERSON WHO WILL ALWAYS KNOW YOUR ADDRESS 8. RELATIONSHIP OF THAT
RSON

e --1?<§~a-1-,;-~n-,-,;;,»[P a-z’.‘é_ ....... Bea Zitf.c;c;ﬁ--Qsa.lKa_y Mife.

9. ADDRESS OF THAT PERSON

N 749 W03 :a’..&za_____-CA/cg vo  Chofh. - 0

J .. (\umhu’ and street or R. F. D. number) (lo\vn) (County) (State)

10. EMPLOYER s NAME

.

_____ CZ__/.C.Q.-. o [Slice De b K

11. PLACE oF EMPLOY: T OR lexxxss

---Ma;:_ a n.-,/..qc[f(DjS?rzc)f _____ Cé/_.c_a__ 0 CfCI ......

(Nupfber and street or R. F. D. number) & 5 (County) (Stnw)
T I AFFiRm "HAT | HAVE VERIFIED ABOVE ANSWERS AND TH HAT ’lum' ARE TR E.

REGISTRATION CARD
D.s.8.porm1 = AR . &
(over) (Rezmtrant algnsture)




Ruth tragically died in a car crash in 1952 which left Carl with very severe injuries. Ruth was

buried in Chapel Hill Gardens South. Below is a newspaper article detailing the car crash.

. Three racing hot rod
jdrivers were arrested
early Tuesday after one|
of them: collided with a
policeman’s auto, Killing
his wife.

State police in Blue|
|Island charged the three
‘|youths with reckless
'|homicide and driving too
|fast for conditions.
| Killed was Mrs. Ruth

Osolkay. Her husband,
Morgan Park policeman
|Carl Osolkay, 52, was

seriously injured. )
Qsolkay was taken to St. Fran-
cis hospital in Blue Island, along
with the other driver, Eugene
Stachurski, 19, of 12801 Winches-

. |ter, Blue Island. Stachurski was
) |also seriously injured.

i The accident occurred at 118th
iz-;t. and Kedzie, Werth Township.

-



Carl died in 1973, and he was buried with his wife Ruth. Below is a photo of their tombstone.




Before we end this house history, here is a fun fact!

Martin Osolkay wanted to have a “cat ranch” to use their fur. Here is a newspaper explaining his

plan.

Van Gelder, Lucil

PASSENGER FINISH DEPT, ~ BACK ROW-

Martin  Osalkay, trimmer, has f o ?o?hmg ‘
been asking friends to buy stock in i
a “cat ranch” He claims there i
100% profit in the raising of cats and the fur will bring
a big price. It costs nothing to feed these cats as
he will have a “rat ranch” next to it for feline fodder.
The rats will be fed on the remains of the cats after
they have been skinned. Martin has been a great lover
of cats since he shot his dog while out hunting some
years back. . . Leader J. Kuhny is the proud father of
a son born Feb. 17, . . Conduit Helper A. Bartelli left
to play ball in the Texas League,



