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House History of 11349 

Champlain Chicago, IL 

Once known as 349 Stephenson before 1907. 

 

 

This historic home is located in the historic 

Pullman Community which was once known as a 

company town. The town itself played an 

important role on the history of Chicago and the 

United States through its strike in 1894.  

 

The community in which the house is placed was 

built in the 1880’s and not long later we see the 

first residents of the home appear.  

 

 

 

1880’s 

The earliest evidence these is of residence at 349 Stephenson are from 1889  

Andrew Johnson, Charles Oleson, Jacob Erickson, Olfena Weeg, Charles Weeg 

 

 

Jacob Erikson lives in the 

residence in 1889 as a Laborer. He 

is suspected of being colleagues 

with Charles Olsen as they moved 

out of the residence together.  

 

  

 U.S., City Directories, 1822-1995 for Jacob Erickson, Pullman p. 635 



2 
 

 

 

 

 

Proof of Olsen’s Residence in the 

home in 1889. From this we can 

interpret he was a machinist.  

 

 

 

 

This 1900 census represents that two people 

living in Pullman named Charley Oleson and 

Jacob Erikson live together under 441-Watt Av. 

There is a high probability it is the same people 

that lived under 349 Stephenson but there is no 

certainty.  

 

From this information we know that they were 

both from Norway. Olsen was aged 32 and 

Erikson 33.  

 

Olsen was born in Norway in Sep 1867 and 

immigrated into the states in 1883. By 1900 he 

is a Naturalized citizen and is single employed 

as a day laborer. He is well educated as he can 

read, write and speak English in 1900.  

 

Erikson was born Dec 1866 and immigrated to the states in 

1886. By 1900 he is a Naturalized citizen and is single 

employed as a day laborer. He is well educated as he can 

read, write, and speak English in 1900. 

U.S., City Directories, 1822-1995 for Charles Olsen, Pullman, p. 659  

1900 United States Federal Census for Charley Oleson and Jacob 
Erikson  
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Olfena Weeg lived with her husband at 

349 Stephenson as it the U.s, City 

Directories it states “wid. Charles” which 

is her spouse’s name Charles Weeg.  

 

 

 

 

Lastly for the 1880’s there is Andrew Johnson 

 

 

 

Proof of residence but no further 

information can be concluded  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

U.S., City Directories, 1822-1995 for Olfena Weeg, Pullman, p. 677 

U.S., City Directories, 1822-1995 for Andrew Johnson, Pullman, p. 645 
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1900’s 

 

These are the years with the introduction of the longest residing family of the house 

the Johnson’s. There is no proof to show that Andrew Johnson was part of their 

family.  

 

Residing at 349 Stephenson from the Johnson family were Charles August Johnson 

(Head), Carolina Wilhelmina Johanson (Wife), Charles Elevert Johanson (SON) 

(Passes away before 1900), and Anna W Johnson (Daughter).  

 

 

 

In 1900 there were 5 residences at 

the address and 4 were born in 

Sweden and Anna W Johnson 

(Daughter) was born in 

Pennsylvania.  

 

Hubel Bordorff (32) was a shipping 

clerk and Olaf Runsten (27) was an 

Upholsterer.  

Bordorff immigrated in 1888 from 

Sweden and Runsten in 1892.  

 

 

 

From the 1900 Census there is evidence that Carolina Wilhelmina Johanson lost a 

child as she said she had two and one living in 1900.  

 

 

 

1900 United States Federal Census for Chas A Johnson, Carolina 
Wilhelmina Johanson, Anna W Johnson, Hubel Bordorff, and Olaf 
Runsten.  
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Chas A Johnson immigrated in 1865 and his wife followed 

in 1875. They had 2 kids in Titusville, Pennsylvania. 

Charles Elevert Johanson (Son) and Anna W Johnson 

(Daughter).   

 

U.S., Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, Swedish American Church Records, 1800-1947 for Anna Wilhelmina Johanson and 
Charles Johnson  

In the Bottom left is found all the family names and the sons and daughters’ full fames 

and birthdays.  

 

Swedish flag 1844–1905 
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Charles Elevert Johanson was born on 11, Oct 

1872 in Titusville, Pennsylvania. Anna 

Wilhelmina Johanson was born on 31, Jul 1874 

in Titusville, Pennsylvania. 

The family resided at 133 N. 1st St. In Titusville, 

Crawford, Pennsylvania, USA.  

 

Chas A Johnson was a carpenter in 1880 as can 

be concluded from the 1880 census. He was born 

in Wadstina Lindk. l. as he recorded in the U.S., 

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, 

Swedish American Church Records, 1800-1947 

along with Carolina Wilhelmina Johanson being 

born in Skeby Lindk. Lan.  

 

Charles Elevert Johanson visited Titusville in 

1897 on the 6th of September as a guest of 

honor at a party for young people.  

 

 

 

 

Benson Memorial Library Archive, Titusville, 
Pennsylvania.  

Titusville Herald Sep 6th, 1897 

Titusville Herald Sep 16th, 1897 

This map represents the 

journey which the Johnson 

family had to endure to get 

to Chicago. Around 500 

Miles.  

[CITE YOUR SOURCE HERE.] 



7 
 

Pullman in the News 

1922 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This News clipping shows the importance of the 

Johnson family as they get their own pictures in 

the paper. This clipping represents evidence of the 

Johnson’s being married on the 17th of September 

1872. Chas transitions from carpentry working in 

the interior finish department in Pullman later to 

be an Electrician. Shedding a light on the family’s 

involvement in Pullman and the influence of their 

son’s death on the family.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pullman News from Oct of 1922. 

Pg. 174, 147 in document 

Charles Elevert Johanson Passes away in 1899 
and the cause behind his death is unknown. 
To this point the star marking hasn’t been 
identified and remains a mystery. 
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Some interesting insight into the Passions of 

Chas A Johnson. Chas was an Ornithologists. 

He was pensions on the 21st of March 1914.  

 

 

 

Chas passes away on the 5th of Aug 1926 

(Illinois, U.S., Deaths and Stillbirths Index, 

1916-1947) and his wife Carolina 

Wilhelmina Johanson follows in 1936. They 

lay next to their son Charles at Mount 

Greenwood Cemetery.  

 

 

 



9 
 

 

 

 

The family has a sizable Family tombstone 

to be remembered by.  

 

 

 

 

Anna Wilhelmina Johanson goes on to move away to Los Angeles, California and 

passes away on the 10th of June 1957. From the California, U.S., Death Index, 1940-

1997 there is evidence her mother’s Maiden Name was Hultgren.  

 

The Johnson family resided in the home till the 1930’s with Anna and Carolina being 

the last residence.  

Johnson Mystery  

In the 1910's it seems that the Johnson's aren’t on the Census anywhere in Pullman 

even though they worked in Pullman.  

 

This means they were still most likely at the home alongside Alfred Williamson 

(Husband) and Katharine Williamson (Wife) who were both from New York City and 

they missed Census day.   

 

 

Alfred worked as an office clerk at the car 

works in Pullman and rented at the home.  

His family immigrated to New York from 

England.  

 

  

 
1910 United States Federal Census for Alfred Williamson 
and Katharine Williamson 
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1940's  

Margaret and Charles Toller Both lived at the home as can be indicated by the 1940 
Census.  

 

 

Margaret was 
previously known 
by the last name of 
Zang as can be 
indicated in the 
1930’s Census 
from her marriage 
with David Zang.  

 

 

 

What is interesting is that from the Census it is indicated that she was born in two 
different countries. First in Italy in the 1930 Census then in Austria in the 1940’s 
Census. But the higher probability is that she was in fact Italian as that was her native 
language as was indicated in the 1930's Census.  

 

 

Additional Resident: According to the 1940’s Census it is indicated that a 
Lodger by the name of Ralph Roghier was also living with the two Toller’s. He 
was a naturalized US citizen from Italy working in construction at the age of 
60. 

  
 

 

 
 

1940 United States Federal Census for Margaret Toller 

First Italian Resident  
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The Second World War 
 

 
Charles Andrew Toller joined the US Army at the age of 27. He was born on the 11th 
of February in 1913 and was working for the International Harvester Co before the 
war as can be indicated by the 1940’s Census and his draft card which was filed on the 
16th of October 1940. 
 

 

Charles Andrew Toller 

in the U.S., World War II Draft Cards Young Men, 1940-1947 
 
 
 

This Card also provides the new address in which the Toller family resided at the end 
of the 1940’s which was 11271 Champlain Chicago, Cook County.  
 
Looking closer at the address you can see that the numbers have been erased. The 
last digit was a 9 before it was changed to a 1 possibly indicating how recent the move 
might have occurred as the last number of 11349 Champlain is 9.  

Notice How 

the Previous 

number was 

Erased 
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The Italian Migration  
 1950’s 

  

  

Dominick Zovi came from Genoa, Italy on the 

6th of Oct 1930 and arrived in New York, NY, 

USA. He is shown to live at 11349 Champlain 

Chicago, IL in the 1950 Census with his wife, 

Teresa Zovi, who joined him by coming over 

on the 7th of September 1948 from Italy with 

their daughter Katherine Zovi on the Nea 

Hellas Ship.  

 

 

 

 

New York, U.S., Arriving Passenger and Crew Lists (including  

Castle Garden and Ellis Island), 1820-1957 for Dominick Zovi 

 

Occupations in Pullman: 

Dominick worked as an Occupation Elevator 

Freight Operator for Paint Mfg Co. While his wife 

was a housewife. Katherine Zovi occupation was 

as a Stenographer working for the Cigar Whise 

House. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ship Name: Roma 

This ship called 

"Roma" is the ship 

which Dominick Zovi 

came from Genoa, Italy 

on the 6th of Oct 1930 
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Ships To America 

 

 

 

This to the left is the passenger list in which 

Katherine Zovi and Teresa Zovi are labeled toward 

the bottom. They arrive on the 7th of Sep 1948 on the 

Nea Hellas as can be viewed below. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

New York, U.S., Arriving Passenger and 
Crew Lists (including Castle Garden and Ellis 
Island), 1820-1957 

 Nea Hellas: 1939-1955 
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Newly Weds on 11349 Champlain 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chicago Tribune  

Katherine Zovi got married at 19 

years old in 1951 to Victor Dalla 

Costa at St. Anthony's Of Padua 

Catholic Church which is still a local 

church today. 
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Naturalization 

 

 

                                Illinois, U.S., Federal Naturalization Records, 1856-1991 for Teresa Scolastica Zovi 

In 1945 Teresa (Mother) petitioned to become a US Citizen close to the end of the 

Second World War.  
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The End of the Road 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Dominick Passes in Dec 1975 (U.S., Social 

Security Death Index, 1935-2014) 

Teresa S. Zovi passes away 5 years 

after her husband on the 29th of 

Oct 1980. They are both buried at 

the Holy Sepulchre Cemetery.  


